
HOME  
IMPROVEMENT
Fall 2021

A supplement of the



2 JournalReview.comHOME IMPROVEMENT - FALL 2021 A supplement  of the Journal Review

STOVES | REFRIGERATORS | WASHERS | DRYERS

“Quality Used Appliances”

765.307.4025 2003 Traction Rd, Crawfordsville, IN

Hours: Mon-Fri 10am-6pm, Sat 10am-2pm

Weekly pickup only 

$20/month

Residential • Roll-off • Commercial
765-359-1610 • 43 W 700 N, Crawfordsville

ROLL-OFF DUMPSTERS DELIVERED TO 
YOUR HOME, BUSINESS, OR JOB SITE.

This is an original design created by Burkhart Advertising. It is not to be used, reproduced, 
copied or exhibited, in part or in whole, without the express permission of Burkhart Advertising.



3JournalReview.com HOME IMPROVEMENT - FALL 2021A supplement  of the Journal Review

Weekly pickup only 

$20/month

Residential • Roll-off • Commercial
765-359-1610 • 43 W 700 N, Crawfordsville

ROLL-OFF DUMPSTERS DELIVERED TO 
YOUR HOME, BUSINESS, OR JOB SITE.

This is an original design created by Burkhart Advertising. It is not to be used, reproduced, 
copied or exhibited, in part or in whole, without the express permission of Burkhart Advertising.

If you want to keep your fabric sofa in good condition, it’s impor-
tant to take proper care of it. Here are four tips to help you extend 
the lifespan of this type of furniture.

1. Protect it from the sun. Black, blue and other dark fabrics 
are particularly vulnerable to sunlight and can start to fade wit-
hin the first year. Arrange your furniture to keep the sofa out of 
the sun, or close the blinds when you’re not using the room.

2. Follow the instructions. To avoid damaging the fabric, be 
sure to wash the cushion covers according to the manufactu-
rer’s instructions. Only use cleaning products designed for the 
specific type of fabric on your sofa.

3. Vacuum it on a regular basis. Brush crumbs and other de-
bris off the sofa as soon as possible to prevent stains. You 

should also use the uphols-
tery attachment on your va-
cuum to suck up dust at least 
once a week.

4. Rotate the cushions. If the 
back or seat cushions of your 
sofa can be removed, you 
should regularly flip and ro-
tate them. This will help extend their lifespan, as it allows the 
fabric to wear out and fade evenly. 

If your fabric sofa needs to be replaced, visit local furniture stores 
to find a new model that matches your living room decor. Consi-
der opting for a fabric that’s easy to clean, such as nylon or polyes-
ter, rather than linen, which is quite absorbent.

4 tips to keep your fabric sofa in good condition

Some cleaning companies  
have specialized equipment  

and products to effectively clean  
and deodorize upholstery.  

Contact the ones in your area  
to learn more.

TABLE
Determine whether the space will be used for so-
mething other than eating such as working from home 
or doing homework. You should also take into account 
the size of the room and how many people you want to 
be able to fit around the table. If you like to entertain 
but your dining room is small, think about getting a 
drop-leaf or extendable table.

CHAIRS
If your dining room is long and narrow, opt for ben-
ches or stools that can slide under the table when 
they’re not in use. Regardless of the type of seats 
you choose, make sure they’re upholstered or pad-
ded with cushions. This will allow everyone to sit 
comfortably.

STORAGE
If you have a small dining room, select a tall, narrow 
hutch. For a larger space, opt for a long buffet that you 
can hang a mirror or piece of artwork above. Before 
you make a decision, remember to account for the 
space needed to open the cabinet doors as well as the 
direction they open.

STYLE
Consider what design style you want for the room be-
fore you start buying furniture. This will make it easier 
to pick pieces that go well together and give the space 
a cohesive look. Whether you decide to give the room 
a modern, farmhouse or eclectic feel, it’s best to opt 
for high-quality materials, especially if you’re worried 
about scratches.

A guide to choosing dining room furniture
Do you want to redecorate your dining room?

If so, here are some things to keep in mind  
when you shop for new furniture.

Visit the furniture stores in your area to find a wide selection of dining room furniture for your home.
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If you want to redecorate one or more rooms in your home, an interior desi-
gner can help you create a beautiful and functional space. Here’s how to ch-
oose the right person for the job.

1. DO YOUR RESEARCH
Referrals from friends and relatives can kickstart your search, but make sure 
you look for someone who specializes in your preferred design style and has 
the right credentials. Online directories offered by professional associations 
can be a great resource.

2. ASK LOTS OF QUESTIONS
In addition to consulting the person’s port-
folio, discuss the specifics of your project 
with each candidate to find out if it aligns 
with their expertise. Over the phone or by 
email, inquire about their pricing, how they 
work and what services they offer.

3. SCHEDULE A MEETING
Once you’ve narrowed down your list of candidates to two or three people, ask 
to set up a meeting so you can get to know their personality. Among other 
things, you should look for someone who listens to your needs and asks about 
your lifestyle. 

Whether you need help choosing new furniture or adding the final touches 
after a major renovation, taking the time to find an interior designer who un-
derstands your style is a must.

Does your closet feel more like a cave? If you’re tired of 
fumbling around in the dark for clothes, here are three ways 
you can shed some light on the situation without doing any 
electrical work.

1. Replace the rods in your closet with illuminated LED mo-
dels. If there isn’t an outlet nearby, opt for ones that are 
battery-operated. 

2. Place small, battery-operated puck lights in strategic lo-
cations such as beneath the upper shelf. Most models in-
clude adhesive strips to facilitate installation. 

3. Line the inside of the door frame with LED strip lights to 
provide an even distribution of light. Both wireless and 
plug-in models usually come with a switch. 

Finally, consider freshening up the inside of your closet with 
a coat of pure white paint to further brighten up the space.

3 tips for hiring an interior designer

3 ways to brighten up your closet

If the concrete steps outside your home are stained, 
cracked or chipped, you might want to try your hand at 
repairing them. Here’s what you need to do.

PREPARE THE CONCRETE
Sweep away loose concrete and other debris before pres-
sure washing or scrubbing the surface with a stiff plastic 
brush. Allow the concrete to completely dry before mo-
ving on to the next step. Inspect the stoop to ensure you’ve 
located all the damaged areas.

APPLY A FIRST COAT
Mix the concrete patching compound according to the pro-
duct’s instructions, then use a trowel to fill in the cracks. 
You should also spread a thin layer of the repair material 
over the entire surface of the stoop. This will improve the 
adhesion of the next coat.

FINISH THE SURFACE
Apply a coat of rapid-set mortar to resurface the stoop and 
protect it from water damage for years to come. Gently 
drag a masonry brush across the wet mortar to create a 
rough texture. This will provide better traction in slippery 
conditions.

For best results or major structural repairs, entrust this 
task to a professional. In addition to providing a seamless 
repair, they might be able to identify the cause of the da-
mage to ensure it doesn’t happen again.

How to repair  
a concrete stoop
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If you’re in the market for new patio doors, there’s more to 
think about than just their appearance. Here are four cri-
teria to keep in mind as you shop around. 

1. MATERIALS
Patio doors are available in a variety of materials in-
cluding aluminum, vinyl and wood. To determine 
which one best suits your needs, compare the cost, 
performance, durability and maintenance require-
ments of each option.

2. INSULATION
To maintain or improve your home’s energy efficiency, 
you’ll need patio doors that have a tight seal against air 
and water. Look for products that have a high R-value 
and Energy Star certification. 

3. GLAZING
Consider opting for triple-glazed patio doors with inert 
gas between the panes and a low-emission film. These 
features will improve thermal insulation and reduce the 
amount of condensation on the doors.

4. INSTALLATION
If you’re replacing old patio doors, measure the existing 
space to determine whether you need a standard-size or 
custom model. To avoid premature wear and reduced en-
ergy efficiency, it’s best to have the doors installed by a 
professional. 

Don’t hesitate to ask the experts at your local window 
and door retailer for more details about the models 
you’re interested in.

4 criteria to consider when 
choosing patio doors

Do you want to convert your basement into an apart-
ment? If so, you should know this is a major renovation 
project that requires proper planning. Here are four fac-
tors that are important to keep in mind.

1. THE LEGAL ASPECT
The first step is to contact your municipality to deter-
mine whether this type of renovation is permitted and, 
if so, what standards you’ll need to meet. Among other 
things, you may be required to have a minimum ceiling 
height, a fire separation between the units and a certain 
number of windows and exits. You should also find out 
what permits you’ll need.

2. THE BASIC COMFORTS
In order for a basement to be truly livable, you need 
to make sure the space has proper ventilation and that 
dampness isn’t an issue. You should also maximize the 
amount of natural light that enters the apartment, 
and make sure the space is adequately insulated and 
soundproofed.

3. THE DIVISION OF SPACE
If you’re converting an unfinished basement, it might 
be more cost-effective to design a studio apartment. If 
your basement already has rooms, consider which walls 
to keep or remove in order to create a functional kitchen, 
bathroom, living room and bedroom. You should also 
incorporate sufficient storage space and, if possible, a 
laundry room.

4. THE FINISHING TOUCHES
Since basements tend to get less natural light and have 
lower ceilings than the rest of the house, it’s a good idea 
to favor light colors and materials for the walls, flooring 
and cabinets. This will help make the space feel bigger, 
brighter and airier. 

Finally, be sure to work with certified professionals to 
ensure your renovation is a success.

4 factors to consider when  
converting a basement into an apartment
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Whether it’s in your living room, dining room or be-
droom, your TV probably takes up quite a bit of space. 
Here are four ideas for integrating this device into 
your decor so it doesn’t interfere with the style and 
flow of the room where it’s located.

1. Hide it in a piece of furniture. If you don’t want 
your TV to be the focal point of the room, consider 
placing it inside a cabinet. This way, you can close 
the doors when the device isn’t being used.

2. Cover it with a decorative accessory. Install a 
sliding panel in front of your TV, and decorate it 
with a painting, picture frames or a large mirror. 
Alternatively, you can hang a tapestry in front of 
your TV and roll it out of the way as needed.

3. Camouflage it with black decor. You can de-
corate the room your TV is in with black furni-
ture and accessories, or install the device against 
a black accent wall so it blends in with the decor 
when it’s turned off.

4. Mount it on the wall. This option allows you to 
swivel the TV so it’s at the perfect angle for wat-
ching, and then press it up against the wall when 
it’s not in use. Another option is to install the TV in 
an alcove.

If you want a custom solution to seamlessly incorpo-
rate your TV into a room’s decor, reach out to a local 
interior designer.

4 ways to incorporate a TV into your decor

If you own a heritage home, you might be interested in restoring it. Here are three 
resources that can help you with your renovation project and ensure you respect the 
building’s history.

1. CRAFTSPEOPLE
When it comes to old houses, there are a number of repair and maintenance tasks that 
require specific tools and training. Look for individuals and companies that specialize 
in traditional trades, as they’ll have the know-how to assist you with your restoration. 
Reach out to local guilds to find talented craftspeople in your area.

2. TECHNICAL GUIDES
Restoring a historic building is a major undertaking. Fortunately, there are guidebooks 
available that outline the steps involved and provide recommendations based on the 
style of your home. They might also give you a better idea about which types of profes-
sionals can help with your project.

3. BUILDING INSPECTORS
To ensure your restoration project is up to code and respects local regulations, you’ll 
need to hire an inspector. The American Society of Home Inspectors (ASHI) is a great 
resource to help you find building inspectors that specialize in historic houses. 

Finally, be sure to contact your municipality before you get started to find out if you 
need special permits to restore your heritage home.

3 resources to help 
you restore an  

old house
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Since bathrooms are humid environments that fluctuate 
in temperature, you can’t use just any type of paint. Here 
are a few tips to make sure you choose a product that 
will look good and hold up under these conditions.

TYPE
Ideally, you should choose an acrylic latex paint. Also, it’s 
best to avoid a matte finish, as this sheen makes paint 
less resistant to humidity and frequent cleaning. Keep 
in mind, however, that a glossy finish will make imper-
fections more apparent. Therefore, if your walls aren’t in 
the best shape, consider a velvet, pearl or satin finish. 
However, if you prefer a classic matte finish, look for an 
antifungal paint specifically designed for use in humid 
spaces.

COLOR
When it comes to paint colors, there are plenty of 
choices. For a calming, spa-like atmosphere, consider 
a calming blue-gray. Alternatively, a darker color could 
make the space feel more intimate, or you might opt 
for a vibrant orange to brighten up the room and add 
warmth.

If you have a small bathroom, keep in mind that lighter 
tones tend to make spaces feel airier. However, a single 
dark accent wall can be used to create contrast and 
depth. 

To discover the wide variety of available products, visit 
the paint and hardware stores in your area.

What paint 
should you use in 

the bathroom?
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Smart thermostats are home automation devices that 
can be used to control heating, cooling and ventila-
tion systems. Since they connect to your smartphone 
or tablet, you can easily adjust them remotely. Here 
are four benefits of installing smart thermostats in 
your home:

1. They can send notifications to your smartphone to 
alert you if the temperature in your home crosses a 
certain limit. 

2. They lower the cost of your energy bills because 
you can program them to adjust the temperature 

based on factors such as the time of day and the 
weather forecast. 

3. They connect to user-friendly applications, which 
makes them easier to operate than standard pro-
grammable electronic thermostats.

4. They help make your home more energy efficient 
and eco-friendly by allowing you to turn off your 
heating or cooling system when no one’s home.

To enjoy these and other benefits, be sure to equip 
your home with smart thermostats.

4 advantages of smart thermostats 

Do you want to improve the layout of your home by creating a new room or 
dividing an existing one? If so, here’s how to add an interior, non-load-bearing 
wall.

DECIDE ON THE LOCATION 
It’s important to take into account the alignment of the ceiling joists when 
deciding where to build a wall. If they run parallel, for example, you’ll need 
to erect the wall directly beneath one of the joists. Use a stud finder and a 
square to determine the best spot for the wall. Then, mark the location on 
the floor and ceiling with a chalk line.

GATHER THE RIGHT MATERIALS
In addition to buying or renting any tools you don’t already own, such as a 
circular saw or drill, make sure you have all the required materials. Among 
other things, you’ll need dimensional lumber, wood screws, primer and 
drywall. Make sure to measure the space where the wall will be built so you 
can determine the quantity of supplies required. If you need advice, you can 
ask an expert at your local hardware store.

INSTALL THE PLATES AND STUDS
Start by cutting the plates (the lumber that runs horizontally along the floor 
and ceiling) to the required length, and then screw them into place. Next, 
cut the vertical studs to fit between the plates, and screw them in one at a 
time. They should be evenly spaced out. Finally, install cross-studs between 
each stud at the midpoint between the floor and ceiling.

ADD THE FINISHING TOUCHES
Screw the sheets of drywall into the studs and cross-studs, then finish the 
drywall joints. Conclude the project by installing the baseboards and pain-
ting the new wall.

Find everything you need to complete this simple, affordable project at your 
lo cal hardware store. Alternatively, hire a contractor to ensure the job gets 
done right.

How to add an interior wall to your home
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Do you have an unfinished basement that you want to 
make more appealing? Or maybe you have an old house 
with exposed pipes? In either case, here are some ideas 
for how you can cleverly conceal or proudly showcase 
the beams and pipes in your home.

BEAMS
To hide your beams, consider installing a dropped ceiling 
below them. If you want to add more character to the 
space, however, you can cover them up with draped fa-
bric. Alternatively, you may want to paint the beams so 
they blend in with the ceiling, or use a contrasting color 
to create interest. 

Keep in mind that you might be able to use exposed 
beams to hang various items, such as a swing for your 
kids, a hammock for naps or string lights to give the 
room a warm, welcoming atmosphere. 

PIPES
While ideal for an industrial-style loft, exposed pipes 
don’t necessarily suit every design style. If you have 
pipes that run near the junction of a wall and ceiling, 
one option is to hide them behind crown molding. This 
can add an air of sophistication to the space. For pipes 
located elsewhere, you can box them in with drywall or 
plywood painted to match the surrounding surface. 

Alternatively, you can paint the pipes themselves, either 
to add a pop of color to the room or make their presence 
less apparent. Depending on where the pipes are lo-
cated, you may want to use them as rods to hang towels 
or clothes. Another option is to wrap the pipes with arti-
ficial flowering vines or strings of LED fairy lights. 

Whether you choose to camouflage or embellish the 
beams and pipes in your home, you can find everything 
you need at the stores in your area.

Exposed beams and pipes:  
tips to hide or highlight them

3 tips for creating the ideal dining area
Do you want to add a dining room to your open-
concept living space? Or perhaps you want to make 
room for a breakfast nook in your kitchen? In either 
case, here are a few tips to help you create a beautiful 
and functional eating area. 

1. USE YOUR IMAGINATION
If your home doesn’t have a designated dining room, 
you’ll need to get creative. Fortunately, there are plenty 
of ways to incorporate an eating area into your living 
room or kitchen. For example, you could:

• Opt for an extendable table with bench seating
• Use a kitchen island or peninsula as a bar
• Set up a few bistro-style tables rather than one large 

table
• Install a corner bench to provide seating and storage
• Choose a coffee table with a lift top

2. DEFINE THE SPACE
If possible, add features that make the dining area dis-
tinct from the space around it. This can be done by pla-
cing a rug under the table, rearranging furniture to di-
vide the space, using wallpaper to create an accent wall 
or painting the ceiling above the dining area a different 
color. 

3. ADD A DECORATIVE TOUCH
To make your dining area more inviting, be sure to in-
clude a few decorative accessories. A stylish tablecloth, 
a vase with fresh cut flowers, a piece of art on the wall 
and patterned seat cushions are all items that can 
spruce up the space without making it feel cluttered. 

To find the furniture and accessories you need for your 
dining space, visit the stores in your region.
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