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Little Giants head to the NCAA Tournament
Jeff Nelson

Journal Review
The Wabash journey into the NCAA 

D3 tournament doesn’t start with a sin-
gle step.

Try 587 miles worth of steps.
The Little Giants, playing in the na-

tional tourney for the first time since 
March of 1998, head to Atlanta, Geor-
gia, for what fans hope are two games 
this weekend.

They will take on Berry College in the 
first game of the first round Friday.

The Vikings are located in Mt. Berry, 
Georgia, which is about 90 miles from 
the campus of Emory College, the host 
school of the three-game weekend.

Wabash, sitting on a school-record 20-
game win streak, will take on a team 
that has won its last 14. Like the Lit-

tle Giants, Berry won their conference 
tournament by one point last week.

Along with scouting and handling 
the travel logistics of bussing those 
many miles, that 85-84 overtime win 
over Wooster last Saturday at Chad-
wick Court for the first NCAC Tourna-
ment championship was worth one last 
look back.

“It was awesome. It was special for 
not only our team and our school, but 
for all the local people who support 
Wabash,” Little Giants and NCAC 
Coach of the Year Kyle Brumett said. 
“It’s been a long year and a half for ev-
eryone. My parents were able to come, 
my brother was here, a really good 
coaching friend snuck in and out with-
out telling me, and the community sup-
port was just so impressive. And then 

there is the alumni support, which is at 
another level.”

How the Little Giants won last Sat-
urday was as important as the win, as 
they head into national play.

A close game, back and forth, with 
last-second opportunities is standard 
fare in the NCAAs. Wabash had played 
in only one single-digit margin game 
this calendar year.

“We hadn’t played an overtime game 
all season,’” Brumett said. “Wooster 
brought some different looks at us 
from the other two times we played 
them, and that challenged us. You 
can’t simulate that pressure, and an 
experienced team like ours rose to that 
challenge and that pressure. That is 
what has made this team good, and 
what we will take with us on the road.”

That road includes a long bus ride, 
as NCAA rules dictate that any team 
less than 600 miles out has to bus to 
the site. Crawfordsville sits just that 
13 miles short. The Little Giants left 
Tuesday evening to put the miles be-
hind them early.

“That gives us a little more time 
to get into our regular pattern and 
rhythm,” the coach said. “Our trip to 
(the Great Lakes Invitational in) Mar-
ietta (Ohio) back in November gave 
us some lessons in travel. We will be 
ready from an execution and logistical 
standpoint.”

The Vikings, sporting a 23-2 record, 
present a size challenge, according to 
Brumett.

SEE TOURNAMENT/4
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“They are really physical,” he noted. 
“They have a point guard who looks to 
play physical, and they’ve got a big cen-
ter, and their wing player is a lot like 
(Wooster forward Najee) Hardaway. 
They are a good team and they are in 
the tournament for the right reasons. It 
does look like there are some contrast-
ing styles though. They might want the 
game to be lower scoring than us.”

The Vikings are led by Austin Brooks 
and Chase Ellis, who both average 13.1 
points. As a team, they posted 74 points 
a game.

The Little Giants, 24-3 on the season, 
average 90.9 points a game.

It’s the second trip to the national 
tournament for Coach Brumett, but the 
first for the current stable of Little Gi-
ants.

“This has been our goal for four 
years,” Wabash all-time leading scorer 
Jack Davidson said. “We know its win 
or go home at this point. Every game 
we’re going to treat as if its our last. 
These are the 64 best teams in the coun-
try. Every game will be a big test for us 
and we’ll have to prepared and be ready 
for every opponent.”

Davidson, named NCAC Player of 
the Year for the second time and First-
Team All-Conference for the third, sets 
the pace with a 25.2 scoring average. He 
set a new conference tournament scor-
ing record with 97 points.

“We’ve been talking about this for a 
long time,” Tyler Watson said. “We’ve 
put in the work and have prepared for 
this moment to where it’s not going to 
be too big for us. We know it’s one game 
at a time, 40 minutes to prove who the 
better team is. We know if we stick to-

gether and play hard we’ll be a tough 
out for anybody who faces us.” 

Watson, also named First-Team 
All-Conference, pitches in 15.9 points 
and leads the team with 5.3 assists.

Kellen Schreiber, the third starting 
senior on the team, is at a 15.1 scoring 
pace and has hit just under 70 percent of 
his shots, fifth-best in the nation.

“It’s going to be something exciting 
and something new,” the senior said. ‘It 
was new for us hosting the conference 
tournament and now we just have to re-

start the season again. We’re 0-0 again 
and It’ll be an exciting experience for 
all of us.” 

“The depth of our scoring will be a 
challenge for anyone,” Brumett said of 
the points distribution. “We feel good 
about our matchup, and we really 
feel our depth can be a factor. Our six 
through 12 guys can make big contribu-
tions.”

Ahmoni Jones is also in double-fig-
ures, as the junior has a 14.1 scoring 
average.

“Our Big 4 is truly a Big 4 for us,” 
Brumett said. “We’ve got weapons, and 
we are excited to play. It is truly an ex-
citing time of the year, and the support 
has been so great. Some alums, includ-
ing guys from the ‘82 team helped spon-
sor a dinner, and the ‘98 guys are really 
behind us. So are so many players from 
so many other good Wabash teams. The 
experiences of the year keep making 
this team better and better, and gives 
us confidence.”

The Little Giants — Vikings game 
Friday is scheduled for a 4:40 start. 
Host school Emory faces Averett in the 
other game, with the two winners squar-
ing off Saturday.

The games can be viewed at: emory-
athletics.com/sports/mbkb/live.

114 WABASH AVE., CRAWFORDSVILLE IN
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Kyle Brumett:  
The leader of the Little Giants

Codey Emerson 
codey@jrpress.com

Kyle Brumett has been at the helm 
of the Wabash men’s basketball pro-
gram now for eight seasons. In those 
eight seasons he has posted an over-
all record of 122-75 and is 77-48 in 
the North Coast Athletic Conference. 
While he has success with the Little Gi-
ants during his tenure, nothing comes 
close to the success and accolades that 
he and the Little Giants have accom-
plished this season. Wabash is 24-3 and 
winners of 20 straight games, the lon-
gest winning streak in school history 
after capturing their first NCAC title 
in school history.

Brumett not only has constructed this 
all-star roster, but has enjoyed every 
step along the way.

“I love my job,” he said of being at 
the helm of the Little Giants. “I get to 
work with these guys every single day 
and that’s a win in itself. I love recruit-
ing and what division III basketball is 
about. I also love seeing our guys change 
over the course of their four years here 
at Wabash. On the flip side of things I 
am a very competitive person and it’s 
always been a part of who I am. I try to 
teach guys life lessons through trying to 
win and trying to be the best.” 

Being the best is something that Wa-
bash has done extremely well this sea-
son. Earlier this week Brumett was hon-
ored by the NCAC with by winning the 
Coach of the Year award in the confer-
ence. The talent that he’s brought in on 
the recruiting trail speaks for itself. Se-
nior Jack Davidson along with Brumett 
was honored by the NCAC with its Play-
er of the Year award. Fellow Seniors Ty-
ler Watson and Kellen Schreiber made 
the All-Conference teams with Watson 
joining Davidson on the first team, and 
Schreiber making the second team. The 
three seniors were brought to Wabash 
by Brumett and are now reaping the re-
wards of being a Little Giant. 

“We all know how much he loves us 
and would do anything for us,” Watson 
said of Brumett. “Having that trust with 
him and knowing that he’d stick his 
neck out for anyone of us whether it be 

on or off the court. That makes it easier 
to play for a guy like that and it shows 
how special he is.” 

Schreiber talked about how the from 
the moment he was being recruited by 
Brumett, that’s when he knew that Wa-
bash was the place for him and that 
Brumett was the coach he wanted to 
play for. 

“When he recruited us, from that mo-
ment on he really started to develop a 
special bond with all of us,” Schreiber 
said of Brumett. “We know that we can 
go to him and be honest about anything 
and he’ll be honest with us and we’ll un-
derstand where he’s coming from. These 
past four years have just been special to 
play for a guy like him.” 

For Davidson who under Brumett has 
become one of, if not the best player in Di-
vision III, he mentions how he’s never had 
a coach who goes out of his way to build 
those special bonds and relationships. 

“I don’t think you have that kind of re-
lationship with many coaches,” he said. 
“With most coaches its just the on the 
court relationships, but off the court he 
makes it a priority to have that bond 
with all of his players.” 

Brumett’s first year at the helm of the 
Little Giants in 2014-15 was a very suc-
cessful one. He went 18-9 and Wabash 
placed third in the NCAC. The following 
three seasons proved to be challenging 
as Wabash went 36-42 with two seventh 
place finishes and one sixth place in the 
conference. The next three full seasons 
(excluding last years COVID year), Wa-
bash and Brumett have put together a re-
cord of 62-18 with two second place finish-
es and of course an NCAC title this year. 

“We as a program and myself as a 
coach have finally gotten to the point 
where we can enjoy the benefits of win-
ning,” Brumett said. “I’ve enjoyed the 
depth of our roster all the way from our 
older guys like the seniors, to our young 
guys who are freshman. Those young 
guys chose Wabash for the right reasons 
and have the chance to be really special.” 

Brumett over the course of his ten-
ure with the Little Giants has made it 
a focus to not only succeed in either the 
classroom or on the court, but both at 

the same time. While Wabash is known 
for its academics and the high-level of 
education, the experience on that stu-
dent-athletes receive on the court allows 
them to get the full Wabash experience. 
Brumett talked about that experience as 
well his recruiting style and 

“I’ve always wanted to work at plac-
es where the students couldn’t use one 
thing as an excuse for the other,” Bru-
mett said. “You can get a world-class 
education here at Wabash and be and be 
an All-American basketball player and 
your team win championships. I knew 
that coming in because coach Petty did 
it, but more recently because you look 
up and down our athletics and we have 
very successful wrestling, football, and 
track and field programs. When I’m re-
cruiting guys, I’m very blunt. I tell guys 
if they can play right away or if they 
have to get better. Also at the end of the 
day I tell the guys that they shouldn’t 
come to Wabash if they’re not serious 
about being a student or as a young 
man. I believe that anyone who comes 
to Wabash can do it all here and get the 
full college experience and that isn’t the 
case everywhere. That’s why this was 
really good opportunity for me and my 
family.” 

The season that the Little Giants are 
having has not just the Crawfordsville 
community taking notice. Brumett talk-
ed about how many former players as 
well as Wabash alums in general are 
showing a vested interest in what Bru-
mett and the Little Giants are accom-
plishing this season. 

“I think anywhere you go and coach 
and have sustained success, you’ll have 
those former players who pay attention 
to what you’re doing,” he said. “What 
separates Wabash apart is that guys 
that didn’t play basketball love what 
we’re doing just as much. Alumni from 
all ages are calling me up, coming to the 
games, and going on the road with us.”

There’s no debating this Wabash team 
will go down as one of the best in school 
history. Coach Brumett currently stands 
in third place in Wabash history in ca-
reer wins. 

More than the success he’s had in his 
eight season, Brumett is loved by his 
players, fellow assistant coaches, the 
Crawfordsville community, and most 
importantly the Wabash community. 

He and the Little Giants will open up 
the Division III men’s basketball tour-
nament at 4:40 p.m. Friday in Atlanta, 
Georgia against Berry University.
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Wabash seniors leading  
Little Giants in historic season

Jeff Nelson
Journal Review

We might need a new term to de-
scribe the Wabash basketball careers of 
the four seniors on this team.

They are enjoying the fruits of four 
(or in one case five) years of hard work 
and dedication to the Little Giants pro-
gram.

They are the lead characters of a team 
that has won the first NCAC champion-
ship in school history and with a win 
tonight, will host the first NCAC semis 
and finals in program history.

They are riding a 17-game win streak, 
the second-longest in school history.

They are eying the first NCAC tour-
nament championship and possibly the 
first NCAA D3 tournament appearance 
since 1998.

Oh, yes, three of them have scored 
more than 1,000 points throughout their 
careers.

And when they come back for Alum-
ni gatherings, they will be able to talk 
about missing a season due to a pan-
demic.

Tyler Watson, Kellen Schreiber, Jack 
Hegwood and Jack Davidson are the 
leaders of this team that is 21-3 and won 
the conference title with a 16-1 record.

Davidson, Watson and Schreiber are 
the three leading scorers and the engine 
that drives the Wabash machine.

Hegwood holds the rest of them ac-
countable, and keeps them focused, 
even though he sleeps on the couch at 
their shared apartment.

“It’s the relationships,” Hegwood said 
of the strength of this team. “We are a 
tight-knit group, friends on and off the 
court. From last off-season, I saw this 
team start to build on what we had. I 
knew we had the pieces, and that we 
could do something special.’

Full disclosure, Hegwood sleeps on 
the couch by choice, but doing that puts 
him literally in the middle of everything 
that goes on every minute, because the 
Seymour House apartment is a regular 
meeting place for the entire team.

It is the building of this special team 
that has been the goal of the coaches 
and the seniors.

“It starts with bringing the right guys 
to Wabash,” Head Coach Kyle Brumett 
said. “Coach (Patrick) Sullivan and I 
have tried to do that, and put together a 
vision of what they can do together, as a 
team. These seniors have envisioned it, 
and that has become something special. 
It’s also what makes Wabash so special 
– they look for the best in you, and these 
guys look for the best in each other and 
their teammates, and then bring it out.”

Watson, who set the single-game as-
sists record earlier this season and 
has 1,247 career points, noted that very 
point in his decision-making process to 
attend Wabash.

“Coach Brum and Coach Sully sold 
me on the vision of how we were going 
to win championships,” the Tri-West 
grad said. “They had a plan. Most of 
the other coaches who I talked to didn’t 
have a plan like they did.”

What no one planned for, though, was 
Covid, a pandemic and the impact it 

had.
The postseason of their sophomore 

season was canceled, and last year 
was limited by conference, college and 
Covid. A team with high hopes played 
12 games.

Davidson sat last season out, but 
came back to make this his senior cam-
paign, and he has delivered, as he has 
his entire Wabash career.

The NCAC Freshman of the Year, he 
followed that with a Player of the Year 
award his second season, and is a lead-
ing candidate for that award again this 
year. He has also been named to the 
Bevo Francis Award watch list for the 
top small college player nationally. Both 
he and Watson have been named to the 
Academic All-District  First Team. It is 
the third time for Davidson and second 
for Watson.

Davidson became the leading scorer 
in Wabash history earlier this season, 
and sits at 2,230 points.

“I watched these guys improve so 
much last season when I was gone,” 
he noted. “I could see a really special 
group, I didn’t want to miss that.”

Schreiber, who was a high school 
classmate with Hegwood, emphasized 
the togetherness of the seniors that 
leads to the togetherness of the team.

“We worked so hard our first couple 
years,” he said, “and it has continued all 
the way through. “We do everything to-
gether, we go out together, we work out 
together, we watch film together. We are 
right by each other’s side. This has been 
such a special year. We swept DePauw 
for the first time in our years here, and 
we swept Wooster and Wittenberg for 
the first time in school history. It was 
something that had not been done and 
gave us a minute to celebrate. We just 
want to win all of them. We can never 
be satisfied. I know I’m just grateful for 

SEE SENIORS/8
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these guys, for the opportunities. Covid 
cut the tournament and last year – we 
can’t get that back, so we just have to 
be grateful for those we get.”

Schreiber is another current member 
of the 1K club, with 1,102 points.

“You don’t often have three thou-
sand-point scorers on a team,” Brumett 
said. “The accolades Jack (Davidson) 
is receiving are many and deserving. 
He is one of the best in the nation. Other 
guys are playing at such a high level. 
Watson has become one of the top assist 
guys. Schreiber is one of the best low 
post players in the country. Hegwood 
is the glue that keeps them all togeth-
er. We have the talent that makes them 
a great team. They have been great 
teammates.”

These four are not only great friends 
and teammates as seniors, they have 
brought the rest of the team under their 
wings.

The best example of that is Ahmoni 
Jones, who was named to the All-Tour-
nament team at the Great Lakes Invita-

tional at the start of the season.
“My transition to Wabash was hard,” 

the junior from Indianapolis said. 
“These guys broke down the barri-
ers. They brought me out, brought me 
along. They have been role models for 
me, and they push me, they inspire me. 
They have shown us that we are in this 
together. I’ll be forever grateful.”

“These guys will be in my wedding.”
Four seniors, one adopted along the 

way, who have bounced over speed 
bumps never thought possible, who 
have persevered, adapted (even saying 
Covid was a bit of a blessing because it 
brought the team closer together) and 
succeeded.

“I hope these seniors will be remem-
bered for and appreciated for all their 
tremendous contributions and the work 
they have put in,” Brumett said. “They 
truly are brothers. Basketball and four 
years of college are supposed to be the 
best years of your life, a chance to make 
and become the best of friends. Groups 
like this don’t come along very often.”

These four seniors, these four friends, 
have made their mark on Wabash bas-
ketball. Chances are very good they will 
be remembered for a long time.

SENIORS
FROM PAGE 7
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Recollections from the magical 
1982 Season

Jeff Nelson
Journal Review

If you have followed Wabash Basket-
ball for any time, we are not going to 
teach you anything new here.

You know all about this team
The magical 1982 championship.
The slow start.
The 19-game win streak that only 

stopped because they gave the Little Gi-
ants the National Championshp trophy.

What we did here was ask some of 
the guys from the team, along with one 
of the radio crew, for their memories 
from 40 years ago.

As you will read, those memories 
are as fresh and alive today as they 
were in March of 1982, when the Little 
Giants walked on to the big stage and 
won the only team national champion-
ship in school history.

Enjoy.

• ✧ •

MAC PETTY
Coach

It’s hard to put a finger on any one 
thing. The way the players performed 
throughout the season was phenome-
nal. Then as we got into the playoffs 
their focus increased. One thought that 

comes to mind were the games we 
won to get to the championship game. 
The regional championship game with 
Hope in the first round, the Augustana 
game in the quarterfinals at home, and 
then the semifinal game with Stan-
islaus. Those were big wins and the 
whole team’s performance was out-
standing. The leadership of Mike Hol-
comb and Pete Metzelaars was some-
thing any coach would want, but the 
response from the younger players was 
even better. Then the last thought was 
how they played as a team. Everyone 
pulled for each other because TEAM 
was big for them.

• ✧ •

VANCE PYLE
Radio play-by-play announcer

It has been 40 years but the memo-
ries and images of that road to the title 
remain forever. Here are a few …

• Matt Petty, coach Petty’s son and 
my son, Brian, running all over the 
gym and the hotel lobby and lounge af-
ter the game.

• Wabash President Lewis Salter play-
ing the drums with the Little Giant pep 
band and his remarks in the post-game 
interview, remembering the Wabash 
sound thumping of Wittenberg (72-46) in 
game five of the regular season.
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• The Brooklyn cheerleaders 
(all female) and the Wabash 
cheerleaders along with Wally 
Wabash dancing arm-in-arm 
in the stands to “The Wabash 
Cannonball.”

• John Horner bounding out 
of the bleachers at the end of 
the game with a smile on his 
face. All those in attendance 
will never forget Little Teddy 
Parker standing on the rim 
following the cutting of the 
nets.

• The one thing that this 
reporter will always remem-
ber will be the post-game 
interview with Pete Met-
zelaars’ father. The Met-
zelaars family was from 
Portage, Michigan, about 
50 miles south of Grand 
Rapids and 40 miles north 
of the Indiana state line. A 
large group of family and 
friends had made the trip 
for the game. With about 

four minutes to go in the game, 
Mr. Metzelaars moved from his 
seat to a seat directly behind mine 
which was just beside the Wabash 
bench. During the last timeout of 
the game when Pete was receiving 
his standing ovation, his father re-
mained seated with his glasses re-
moved, his face buried in his hands 
and tears dropping to the floor. 
While waiting to interview coaches 
and players, I took the opportunity 
to talk to Mr. Metzelaars on the air. 

In a very emotional voice, he told me 
all of the trips (football and basketball) 
over four years that he and his wife had 
made to Crawfordsville and all over the 
Midwest to see Pete play. Even though 
everyone felt Pete might be drafted by 

the NFL, there was no assurance 
that he would play another com-
petitive athletic event. That was 
the emotional reality that a very 
proud father was facing. Little did 
he know at the time that Pete would 
play 12+ years in the NFL, playing 
in Super Bowls and in 2006 receiving 
a Super Bowl championship ring as 
a coach for the Indianapolis Colts.

• ✧ •

CHRIS DENARI
Television PBP Announcer

Indiana Pacers
It’s really hard for me to believe it’s 

been 40 years since we won the Nation-
al Championship in 1982. As the son of 

a high school coach who played for his 
father, what happened on March 20, 1982 
in Grand Rapids, Michigan really reso-
nated with me. It was the culmination of 
all the years of shooting in my driveway 
or back patio as a kid. Seeing how people 
became teammates on my Dad’s teams. 
And then having a chance to do it with a 
group of guys that wanted to be the very 
best at the Division III level. Now having 
broadcast on radio and television well 
over 2,000 basketball games at the high 
school, college and professional level, I 
think I appreciate it even more as I see 
individuals and teams strive to try and 
win their own championship. Some have 
gotten there, others have not. It is defi-
nitely worth the try, even if you fall short. 
Fortunately for the Little Giants in 1982, 
our “try” resulted in a championship we 
will have for a lifetime.

• ✧ •

MERLIN NICE ‘84
Forty year ago, the Little Giants bas-

ketball team had a dream season. It 
started out with the leadership of our 
two outstanding seniors (Pete Metzlaars 
and Mike Holcomb). The season began 
somewhat slow and at one point we were 
5-4, but had just returned from a trip to 
Louisiana and Texas having played three 
games against DI and DII teams as we 
were very competitive in all three con-
tests. Returning back to Crawfordsville 
the feeling on the team was we can fin-
ish our year strong and compete in every 
contest. Well, we went onto a 14 game 
winning streak and grew as a team in be-
coming a true TEAM as our confidence 
grew in that everyone player knew and 
accepted their roles. We finished the reg-
ular season ranked #9 in the country.

For the regionals we went to Hope Col-
lege and Ohio Northern awaited us. They 
had an All American center, but our All 
American (Pete) outplayed theirs by 
scoring 30 points and we moved on to play 
the only D III team that had beaten the 
Little Giants during the regular season. 
We avenged the earlier loss by winning 
82-70. I recall in this game that we had 
some foul trouble, but both Kerry Seward 
and I shot the ball well scoring over 20 
points each. Now onto the Quarterfinals!

We were excited to be playing at home 
against Augustana who were the Nation-
al runner-ups the year before and ranked 
#7. Even though Spring break was in ses-
sion this week, our fans filled Chadwick 
Court and the atmosphere was GREAT. 
With the outstanding support we had, 
the Little Giants went on to win 54-51 in 
one of the most intense games I had ever 

been associated with.
Our team was excited to move onto the 

Final Four and headed to Grand Rapids.
The week was good in preparing and 

our team was confident and looking for-
ward to what lied ahead of us. We played 
Stanislaus in the semifinals and won 68-
64. My recollection of this game was how 
we did not play our best and were behind 
late in the game, but Coach Petty put us 
in a half court trap that worked great 
and helped us to prevail. Now onto the 
Final game and playing for a National 
Championship.

The game against Potsdam St. who 
was the returning national champs was 
late in starting as the consolation game 
went into OT. The Little Giants were 
pumped before the game with Chris De-
nari’s Boombox playing our good luck 
songs prior to the game which had been 
our year long ritual. This game was also 
televised live on a new sports channel 
called ESPN which made the game even 
more exciting. The Little Giants start-
ed out well and had a lead going into 
halftime. What I remember most about 
halftime was that our All American and 
MVP Pete Metzlaars told us “to get him 
the ball and we were not going to lose this 
game.” Well the big guy took over the sec-
ond half and the Little Giants went onto 
win 83-62 which was the largest margin 
of victory of any D III Finals. The crowd 
of fans and students that welcomed us 
back to Crawfordsville was awesome 
with pictures of this being in the India-
napolis Star the following day. 

When looking back on this dream sea-
son 40 years ago, I was blessed to shoot 
24-24 from the FT line for the tournament 
and named to the All-Tournament team 
in the finals. Most of all was the great 
teammates I played with and many of 
which are good friends to this day. Also, 
much credit goes to Coach Petty and his 
coaches for developing our team into 
what it became – 1982 D III National 
Champs!

• ✧ •

MIKE HOLCOMB
Co-Captain

Class of 1982
Looking back at our National Cham-

pionship team, I am amazed that it has 
been 40 years. The memories of these 
games and time with my teammates are 
forever etched in my mind. We all know 
how hard it is just to get invited to the 
tournament, let alone win a National 
Championship in any sport, so I am very 
proud of what this team accomplished. I 
appreciate the opportunity to share some 
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of my thoughts from this magic run and 
what made this team so special. 

First and foremost, we were all good 
friends. We enjoyed each other’s compa-
ny, and this helped us work thru some 
ups and downs throughout the season. 
I had been on many teams before this 
one, and most of the time you saw 
cliques form and team members not 
always being supportive of each other. 
This team was different. Yes, we were 
competitive and yes, we had some very 
physical practices where we went after 
each other, but at the end of the day, we 
supported each other, and made each 
other better, on and off the court. This 
made the difference.

Secondly, every member of this team, 
knew their role and played it perfect-
ly. We didn’t have any big egos on this 
team. With only 2 Seniors on the roster, 
we needed a lot of underclassmen to 
step in and help during critical situa-
tions … and they did it with excellence. 
There were many games throughout the 
run that different players had to step up 
and help support us when others were 
off their game. We never knew when 
this would happen, but each member 
of our team, when called on to deliver, 
stepped up and made a difference. We 
really were a “Team” in every sense of 
the word.

Finally, we didn’t let adversity get 
in our way. Many people don’t remem-
ber this, but we came thru Christmas 
break with a 5-4 record and could have 
been frustrated with each other, with 
the coaches, but we hung in there and 
persevered. We weren’t playing very 
well and were really trying to find our 
identity, since there were several im-
portant players on the team who were 
experiencing Varsity play for the first 
time at the College level. They needed 
to mature, and we needed to continue to 
come together as a team. We didn’t quit 
and we committed to each other that we 
were going to turn the ship around and 
focus on getting better every game. As 
one win happened after another, it was 
clear to us we were a good team – didn’t 
know yet that we were a great team but 
could feel the momentum on our side. 
As we won 19 games in a row to win the 
National Championship, our hard work 
and dedication to each other paid off.

I want to thank Wabash, Mac Petty, 
our other coaches, and support staff for 
the opportunity of a lifetime to win a Na-
tional Championship. I always tell peo-
ple, yea, I won the National Champion-
ship the same year Michael Jordan did, 
and we have the same watch to prove it! 

His happens to say Division I and mine 
says Division III, but who’s counting. 

Thanks for all the memories and wish 
we could have come together in Febru-
ary to celebrate together.

• ✧ •

PETE MEZELAARS
Co-Captain

Looking back 40 years, the first thing 
I think of is the joy of that whole jour-
ney, the joy of stringing the whole thing 
together, Mike (Holcomb) and I were 
on teams that made the tournament as 
sophomores and juniors, but lost in the 
first round. As seniors, and co-captains, 
we knew that we had a pretty good team. 
Mike hit a winning shot in a game, and 
we had a conversation about what we 
needed to win a national championship.

It would take a good point guard, a 
good shooting guard and a good center. 
We knew we had the guys to do those 
things  — we just needed everyone to fill 
their roles. We just said to each other 
“we’ve got that — why not us?”

Early in the season we had three 
close losses  — we might have or could 
have won a couple of those Division 
1 teams, and I told Coach Petty that 
we shouldn’t lose another game. As 
it turned out, we didn’t. We knew we 
could be pretty good if we played the 

way we were capable of. We also knew 
the Selection Committee wasn’t sold 
on us, and Coach told us we needed to 
convince them, so we doubled up Rose 
Hulman, who was already in. We sent 
a message that we wanted in, and then 
we proved that we belonged. We won 
the early games and then played Au-
gustana at Chadwick Court. They were 
a very good team, and it was great to 
beat them at home. It was a lot of fun.

Winning the national championship 
was unbelievable at the time, and its 

pretty sweet 40 years later. There have 
been a lot of great teams at Wabash, 
there have been a lot of great years and 
great players. Every year, you want to 
be the champs, and it is remarkable 
that we were able to accomplish that.

We were truly a team, with guys for 
every role. As Senior leaders, Mike and 
I led, and the guys followed. We meshed, 
and every guy had a part in winning the 
championship.

Like I said, it was a memorable 
journey.
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Little Giants 2021-22  
Schedule (24-3, 16-1 NCAC) 
Nov. 6 @ Centre College 74-70 W
Nov. 10 vs Hanover College 83-81 L 
Nov. 19 @ Great Lakes Invitational vs Marietta College 99-92 L 
Nov. 20 @ Great Lakes Invitational vs Emory University 98-90 w
Nov. 28 @ Denison University 92-87 W
Dec. 1 vs Rose Hulman 67-64 W
Dec. 4 vs Oberlin College 87-85 L 
Dec. 8 @ Ohio Wesleyan University 86-58 W
Dec. 11 vs Wittenberg University 101-73 W
Dec. 19 @ Mount St. Joseph University 96-88 W
Dec. 21 vs Anderson University 96-84 W
Dec. 30 at Oberlin College 75-74 W
Jan. 14 at Hiram College 100-79 W
Jan. 15 at Kenyon College 92-64 W
Jan. 19 vs DePauw University 96-70 W
Jan. 26 @ Wittenberg University 87-69 W
Jan. 29 vs Denison University 86-63 W
Jan. 30 vs The College of Wooster 94-80 W  
    (Jack Davidson becomes all-time leading scorer  
 in Wabash College history) 
Feb. 5 vs Allegheny College 104-89 W
Feb. 6 vs Hiram College 103-83 W
Feb. 9 vs Ohio Wesleyan University 88-74 W
Feb. 12 @ The College of Wooster 97-75 W 
Feb. 16 @ DePauw University 81-72 W
Feb. 19 vs Kenyon College 98-75 W
NCAC Tournament
Feb. 22 vs Hiram College 101-79 W
Feb. 25 vs Denison University 98-74 W
Feb. 26 vs The College of Wooster 85-84 OT W 
    (20-game winning streak, longest in school history) 

NCAA DIII Tournament
Mar. 4 vs Berry College @ Emory University 
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